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became an issue if you reb substantlal military documentation
benind that charse, because 1f that were the case, obviously
it would be extrezmely mrave and serious from the standpeoint
of our national security.

MR, CHILDS: This in other words, could become an issue
then?

SEHATOR DIRESE:N: Definitely so.

AR, CHILDES:  You haven't had thoe chance Lo form a
judrment yourself as yei? a

SEHATOR DIRKSEN: ot yet.

IR, CHILDS: One mors questicn about l1ssues: Do you
think forsisn peolicy 15 moinem te be more important than domestic

policy? Ior examplie, VYiet Ham? How apparently we are in a

2
very bad way in Viet liam. Some peonle are saying we should smet
out, Some people say -— de Haulie yas talkine~ about
neutralization.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I would just like te attach a tas
as to what will be %the most important thines but as you

look at the whole wide world, Eastern Africa, Panama
2 ) 3

Viet Ham, the Concc and other fever snots In the world, certsinly

Torelrn atlairs 13z ~oinm %o be a nalor izsue.

MR, BRCOKS “e wlll be baasx wicth HEET THE PRESS andg
more 7ussclons for o o ruests, the Zwo ton Henublican leaders
ol Conwress . iraz, tnils messame.

fAnTounnanent
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(IR BROOKS:  How resumins cur interview, our ~=uests
today are the two top lepubllcan leaders of (onrress,
Senator Lverett Dirksen and Conmressman Charles [Hallecek.
You have just met liarquls Childs of the 5t. Lnouls Post-Dispatch.
Our other reporters todav are John Steele of Time and Life
ifagazines, Yarren hkomars of the Hearst Newsnaners, and
Richard Harkness of H3C news. Lawrence [. Spivak, Permanent
Hember of the [IEET TilE PRESS panel will be back with us nexc
week, How we will continue the quegLions wlth Ilr. Ste=le.

MR, STEELE: ilr. ialleck, dao.you expect to be FPermanent
Chairman at the Republiczcan Hational Convention in San Francisco
tiis summer?

REPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: Well, [ir Steele, I was
Chairman of che last ccnvention in 1960. I enjoyed the
gxperience very nucn. #HowWw that iIs a matter £to bhe determined

by the Arranrements Committee of the !atlional Committee. As

fer as I am concerned I have made no =2ffort

[0

n respect to
the matter and I don't nropose to de zo, I am nerfectly

willing to leave it Lo thelr discression and judement about
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JThat do you hear apcut thls?

REPRUSENTATIVE HALLECK: wWwell, I have understcood that
effort haz been made. I do not know how many of the Governors
particlpated in if As a matter of fact, I haven't paid
miuch attention to it. I was led fto belleve after beinnm
Permanent Chalrman of the last Conventlion that the Convention
ran very well. As a matter ol fact, T thou~ht it was very
muen 1In con?rast wWwith the aflair “hagﬂhent cn 2 few wWeeks before
that, or a 1ittle while befcor= that, of the opnosifte party.

But as I say, I have made no %feat affort about it ana I
don't propose to make any. If the neople who are runnins the
dational Convention want me to be Termanent Chalrman,
that's fimne witn me. How you sneak of the Governors and

we have I don't know how many, 16 I cuess cut of fifty,

and Shey are all fine people and as far as Mr. [latfield

vl

red ninm fer a long, lone time.

¥
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13 concerned I have acdn
I admire all of tLh2 Ferublican Covernors. 2ut I hannen to
think alse that e 178 Renublicans in the llouse of Revnresentatlves,

sutnumoered as you ¥now thres to tus, nave been ~ivine a nretty

ot

rood account of ourselives . Juc I am nerlectiy wi

1i

2

o oo let

1t ride with wWhatever Lne Ar-anecements Conmittzse declides
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I don't beliove you ecan nuite fairly draw that idea from
wnat I said. lNow I don't want te contend with vou about
it but I just sald teo you that I wasn't moina to make any
campairmn for it. 1 don't see how 1t could Le flatter
than that.

MR STEELE: Hr, Halleck, often in these ar~umenfs over
Convention nositions, Presidential nolitics is dnvrlved.
Do you get any indicatlon that one side nr the other amone the
nossltcle Republican candidates favors or onposes your

appointnent as Permanent Chairman?



REPRESENTATIVE HALLECKX: If there is any such feeling
hadn't heard it, 4s a matter of fact, on MEET THE PRESS
just about a year apo there was some little suggestion around
in scme of the papers that my leacership in the Hcuse of
Representatives was threatened and [ was askec ét that time if
I was molinp to be thrown out as Leader,

dell, of course those are kind of touph aquestions to

answer and I think maybe I was a little irritated at tre

time when 1 answered it, dut in any event I am still the

Leader and we are still doing very well up there, as I say,
althoupgh Wwe are cutnumbered 3 to 2,

HR, ROGZRZ: Senator Dirksen, I would like to Tollow un a
little vit on Scuth Viet Ham. We have had two coups there in
TNreE Ionohs. Hé nave 15,200 American trcops, soldlers,
there, we are spending about $%00 million a year in support of
Ene-affort to veat back the ruerillas.

President mizennower onee said that this country was
like a domine, I7 you let it T2ll the cther countries in
that arex would fa-l

The otner day Secretary dedamara szid that we had to
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SEdATOR DIRKSEN - Well, first I apree that obviocusly
we cannct retreat from our position in Viet Nam, T nave been
out there three times, once as something of an emissary for
then President HBisenhower, I took a good look at 1t. It is
a difficult situation, to say the least. B ut We are in to
the tune of scme $350 million. I think the last figure T have
seen indicates that we have over 15;560 military out there,
ostensibly as advisors and that sort ¢f thing. We are nct
suppused to have combatant trcops,.even though we were not
sipnatories to tne treaty that was signed at Genewva when
finally they pot tnat whele business out of the fire, dut we are
roing to have teo muddle throupsh for awnile and see what we do.
wven thouph it ecstz us $1.5% million a day.

[, ROGERS: Well, the war seemns to be poing pretty badly .
Should we continue to muddle throurh on thils present nlan that
we are following or 4o we have to consider anohther nossibly

sLronfer course?’?



10

SEHATOR DIRKSEN: Vell, there 1s scme hone that the new
military leaders who are alleredly at least very much 1n
our corner and definitely preo-American, will olve a
better account of themselves than we oot {rom the coup where
other leaders took over before, or that we oot from oo Dinh
Diem, ¢the executlve head of Viet MNam.
11

11

. ROGERS: Well, sunpeose they don't?
SENMATOR DIRKSEN: 4Hell, 1if thev don't then of course
we Wil have to Take another tack igﬂthe matter but we
can not certainly lev 1t mo down the drain in view of what 1is
nappening in Bed China, tnhe French recosnition of Red
China, the fact that our economle and other relations with

Cambodla have been severed, and that’s next door,

and the fact that Lacs iz very nmuch 1in & tizzy at

or
=
[en}

rresent

Jo 1f Viat itam went down the drain, it could concelvably
cost us all of Sougheast Asia.

MR, HARKHESS: Hr. lialleck, the House 1s now debatine
the ¢ivll rizhts bpill. I wonder where vou stand on two
of the most ccentroversial and nerhans the most imncertant

iz aceomnodations and number

[

provisions, numbar one, npub

two, the fal:-~ Smvloyment Practices.
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you have mentioned. I wonld sav that -- let me say filrst
of all at the outset that T stand richt today where I have
stood right alons and that is that I am for a meaninefful
but reasonable Civil Rimhts B1ll, one that will be effectlve.

Noew I would say that there will be a public accommodations
sectlon in the bill. Orisinallv vou will understand, 1f vou
are talkine abcout FEPC —-- Fair Employmenf Practices Commission —-
that was not recommended by President. Kennedy. It was not
recommended by the Administration,‘#i den't want to be too
harsh about 1it, but actually a bill was reported out of the
Education and Labor Committee, whiech 1z the Commlttee that
ourht to deal in that area, setting un a FLPC.

Now about the time we were rsettinm ready tc report the
big Civil Rights B81ill, the Chairman of the Education and
Labor Committee sald "I'm =zoine to use Calendar Wednesday to
get my bill out.™ I think Judiciary held no hearinss on i%t.
How once upon a Lime we had an FEPC 22111 that was more of
a voluntary rather than involuntary, compulscry provision,
We had that before the House of Renresentatives some years
ago and I voted {or that.

Jut in any event 1 think there will be a npublic
accommedations seetion in fhe Hill., I'd like to say

one thins further That we are readin

3

she hill -— we start

tomorrow —- Gader whnan we ¢eall Eh
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in the six or elcoht days that we are zoinem to debate 1
and consider 1t that i1f any amendment is offered that

some particular part of the blll that it shouldn't be

Jta

considered and disposed of on its merits, and I think
what everybody wants te do.

. HARKNESS: I am sorry, you sort o?f lost me

.
L

at the first turn there. Yeou. sald vou think there

to be an Accommodations Sectlion In the bill, but I jus

wondered how you, Charles Halleck,igfe ~olnm Lo vote?
REPRLSENTATIVE HALLECH: ell, T am 7oin~ to vote

for some public accommodaticns bill, that 13 ri-hrt,
FIR . [EARKHESS: VYou belleve that vou —--

REPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: But I don't know whether

t

deals

£

this one -- loock, the first Public Accommodations 3Section

we had as recommended by the Subcommittee and that finally

went out of the bill I think, was opposed by Just a oreat

manhy people, including most of the neople in the

Administration. liow then there nas deen a retreat frem

that oriminal propesal. Yhether or not there will be any

further retrent I do not know. I would sav in subshan

ce

tnat in.all srobability the Putlic Accommodabtions 3ectinn

willl stay in the bill and as far as I am concerned, whlle

it involves a crnmnlsx nerscnall
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Section,

UR. HARKHESS: Do you think you bespeak the position of
the Republicans 1n the jlouse menerally?

RUPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: Let me just say this: The
Republiecan position on civil rirhts has been rood for a
hundred years and 1t 1s mood today in snite of what pecople
have undertaken to say of us as Renubllcans.

TR, STEELE: I'd like to ask Senator Dirksen a guestion:
Presldent Johnson at his news confereﬁce yvesterday seemed
to be calling for some kind of a political amnesty, or truce,
The President -~ I think I qucte hin correctly -- s5aid
that he intends to stay "as free from politics as I can
and zs long as possibly I can."

Jhat do you think about the prospects durina an
election year for a neriocd of moratorium'on nolitics?

SENATOR DIREKSLII: ©Oh, John, there has never been a
moratcrium on politics, There 1s never a truce in politics.
A phenorenal or extracrdinary sltuation can develon that can
be respected. The death of the late President Kennedy
Imposed such a self-imposed moratorium, and I think 1t was

respected by all people.

Now the 'larquis of {Queensverry Rules now obtain
and 1t 1s everybody for himssl?. 30 that re=ardless of

what the siiuatlion 1s, we are thinkinm in terms of the

. J—— P S A " v e . . FERT :
Jell-S=inn of tndls counvry Loty now and In the futurs, and
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you can not discuss it without discussing pelitices and takine
a forthright stand on the issues that are bprewed up from

time to time S0 believe me, there is not ~oin~ to be a
political truce. nat would be a phencomenon that would have
been unheard cf 1in the history of this country.

i, STEELE: Well, Senator, as I understand 1t you are
ratner friendly with Presldent Johnson, a Democrat. You
enjoy a pot of Sanka with him occasionally, and I think HUr.

—
the necessary npolitical dialorue of a canpaisgn? It anparently
sounds as thourht tne President wants a pclitical amnesty. Do
you create issues to force a breaking of that armiscice?

SENATOR DIRKSEW: TIlrst let me say I never mot any
of the thick bacon but over the Sanka the Presldent
then the llajcricy Leader of the Senate and I used fo contest,
and we did 1t with =z mreat deal of spirlt. But a messasge
¢cuomes to the Congress with respect to a given thineg. I may
be for it. I may be amalinst, If at the very cutset I feel
that I am soinm to opnose it vhen I 3neak my plece and
start setting my ducks in a row and then we work from there.
And of course you den'u us2 agonses o throw at somebody
when you =0 intg That “ind of a contest.

R CHILES : Conoressman falleck, you have two
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ilargaret Chase Snith is a third candidate to come

in recently. But many Republlcans are saying that they
believe you are moins to have to turn to a third candidate,
Seranton or Lodme or Homney or another candldate, in order
£o gmet harmeny 1In your party.

Do you think that ls moainm to happen?

f

REPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: 'Jell, we have, of course, a
great many pctential candidates, some avowed and some others
disavowinm it buft =oiln~ throuch aLlfthe motions that
would indicate that they are candldates. Now that is
perfectly all richt. As far as.i personally am concerned,

I haven't chosen up sides In tnils Presidential maitfer. I think
my first responsibility as the leader of the Renublicans in

the ilouse of Hepresentatives is to do the hest I can throuch
this sessicn of Concrass to write the sort of a record that
would attract the attentlon of the peonle of the

country and I am moing to do that to the best of my ability.

A 1lttie -- we nave Jjust pveen talklnm about this
s30~-called truce. dJell, Mr. Childs, you Ware remarking

a 1ittle bit arc that President Johnson, accordine to the

nolls, 80 or Q0 rercent of the psonle are for nim, or
TO or 3U 22T ownas runnineg that Tar o in front, I would

want a truce, too. 3uft you see we are not zoinm Lo have

Let me S/ oalg -- ond Shere gre soms thilnets Lhet he
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1s goinm to ask us to do and I will respond, Jjust like I
have responded to Denocratic Presidents before. And nc ocone
has any higher respect for Preslident Johnson than I have,
but as a matter of fact when he sent up that warmed over
package of the thinms that have been advocated time and
amain, and there 1z no sunport Tfor them 1in the country or
in the Conrress, I'm just nct ~oin~ to buv them, so if that
means an end of the truce, that is

where 1t is.

SENATOR DIRKSEN:

——
=N

ir. Childs, there is one other answer.

You remember the Conventlons you have covered —- notably

one at Philadelphla -~ PFrank Gannett, tne publisher, was
a candidate. Tairt was a candidate, StAassen was a
candidate, There were ¢ther candidates. You never kncw

quite what a Conventlon will do when the cnips are down
and yocu can't tell until you get around to i1t, the leaders
and the delegates bemin to talk 1t out and then determine
w hat ouphnt to ba done in the interests of the country
and the Iinterests ci the party.

SR, HARKHNESS:  Senator, would you say that the Democrats
on tne House Eules Committese are pursuing the 3obby Baker
case wWith the same investiratins zeal they showed in roin-~

)
7

after Onerman Adam

]

o L e

SENATCR DIRESST: O, rmeodness, oy, Harkness, how
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said 1t was in the House Rules Committee.

HR. HARKUESS: No, I asked if the Senate Rules
Cormmittee, 1f the Democrats there are usins the same zeal
as the House Commlttee -- as when the House Committee went
after --

SENATOR DIRKSEN: There is no reason why thev shouldn't.
They were authorized, and then we used the word in that
resolution, they were directed to investi~ate improprieties,
conflicts, Thers are six Demcerats ®n the Committee, there
are three Republicans, and {rom all reports I have
ne reason to belleve that they have not with dilizence and
fidelity pursued the directive of the Senate.

itil. HARKNESS: Senator, 1t 1s talk -- and let me say
just that ~— it is £alk in the news malleries of the
Senate that no Senator except John Willlazms of Delaware
really wants to open up tEhils Zobby Baker can of political
worms. Would you conment on that?

SENATOR DIRKSEN: “Why certainly. Because I remember

the first meeting Lhat John @Williams and myself and the

Majority Leader, ilike {lansfleld, hal. There were
cthers in attendance We nad a zecnnd meeting. We fashiloned
the resolution. Vhy should T nhave had nart in

fasnioning a resolubtion to et 2 job done without wantines

to =o tnroumh withh 1t, and suc~estine fthat 1t be ~iven to

a #oo0d, sStaosli2 comnitvcas o) the Jennte, (k2 Aules Tommiittee®
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¢lit. HAREKNESS: Senator, a chanme of subject here. You
amonp, other Republican and Democratle leaders were at the
White louse the oFher evening. . The White House relused
to even confirm there was a meeting. What can you tell us
about that? We felt 1t was on Panama.

SENATOR DIRKSEN: I 1like those off the record meetinss
because I keep my mouth relislously shut and then the next
merning I read everythines that transpired in one of the
papers, whether lew York, washinﬁtdg.or elsewhere., And of
course there they name names. It _was indlcated in
meneral what I said, what (enator Russell said, what

Clarenca2 Brown said, what Bourks Hickenlooper sald, but the

by

G
(23

act of the matter is we did talk about Panama. And the
fact of the matter 1s that I did speak my plece, and I
spoke 1¢ In unequivocal terms because I had some thourhts
on the subject.

R HARKHESS: Can you mive us a 30-second sum -up?

[T, BROCKS: T don't fhink we nave 30 seconds. I

think we better gmo on to iir. Rocers,

—
o
v

et

. ROGERE: Consressaan Halleck, vou said you want a
Civii Rirats B8ill with a rood and reazscnable Public
Accommodaticns Section. In the Sanate the Civil Rishts

am not Loo sure how
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of Civil Fi:hts BI11l you want and if not, row 3o you p
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v differoraac?

REPRESENTATIVE UALLECK Hell, let me just say thot

192]

Senator Dirksen and I wont down 4a the YWAlte Hou

a ~t
L

ne la%e Presilent’s request ond tallted about clvil rishts.

Now at that tlne I wmade very fow cammlitments. T couldn't make

any beoecause I dldn't xnow whabt the ultimate Renublican

pogsition weould he.

1=
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REPRESENTATIVE HALLECK: Well, I think it 1s =~oine to be
voted on in the Senate. It may take a 1ittle time, but I

would say thnat it will be voted upon.

-4

4t CHILDS: Eenator dirksen, you zand other Republicans
have attacked the Presldent’s nroposals for economy 1in
the budret a3 phony. I wonder 1if you could say roushly

whether you have an estimate of how nuch mreater f{hose cut

(o}

could be?
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SENATOR DIHRKSEN: I have made a little 1ist of where
we are pgoling to attaeck and I suppose I could recite the
catécysm, tcday, about pushing things back into Fiscal Year
1964, It is a fine gimmiek if you can do it --

MR. BROOKS: 3Senator, on that note, I am afraid I am
going to have to interrupt because I see that our time finalily
has expired, Thank you very much, Senator Dirksen and
Conrcressman Halleck for being with us,

I will tell you about next weéa’s ruest on MEET THE PRESS
afcer this message.

ANNOUNCEMENT

THe ANHOUNCER: Por a printed cony of today's interview,
send ten cents in coln and a stamped self-addressed envelope
to "lMerkle Press, 809 Channing Street, N.Z,, Washington 18, D.C.

MR, BROCKIZ: Next weelk our puest on MEET THE PRESS
will be Governor George Romney of lichigan who is among the
most frequently menticned [or the Republlcan Presidential
nomination, #ow this is Ned 3Srooks saving goocd-bye for
Senator zZverett Dirksen, Congrezsman Charles Halleck and

MEZT THE PRESS.



